Mercy Vocational High School

September 18, 2008

Mr. James J. White, IV, President

JJ White, Inc

5500 Bingham St.

Philadelphia, PA 19120

Dear Mr. White:

Mercy Vocational High School wishes to express its gratitude for your participation in our “Adopt-A-
Student Program.” Your sponsored students are very appreciative of your financial assistance. You will
be receiving a letter from each student in the late spring.

We are proud to join with you in investing in Philadelphia’s workforce for tomorrow.

God bless your generosity.

Sincerely,

John Heidenry
Assistant Admissions Director



Mercy Vocational High School
2900 W. Hunting Park Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19129
School Year 2008—2009

Dear Mr. White,

My name is Robert Williams, and I am currently a senior at Mercy Vocational High
School. Ihave to admit that it has been a great four years at Mercy. I have learned many
things and made lots of friends. 1 just want to say thanks for giving me the opportunity
once again this year,

I can remember as if it were yesterday when I was a freshiman starting high school, and
now it is four years later. [am a senior on the way to graduation. I think that my most
memorable experience would have to be in my shop class, computer technology. Ihave
shared so many laughs and memories in that class. Iknow that I will never forget any of
my classmates or teachers.

As for my goals after graduation, I plan on attending Community College of Philadelphia
to become an R.N. and then a C.C.R.N., which is a critical-care nurse who works with
intensive-care patients.

I just want to let you know that you are allowing me the opportunity to continue my
education here at Mercy. It really means a lot to me and my family.

Sincerely, -~

,;;-'/
,,‘éﬁ o

Robert Kamal Williams




Mercy Vocational High School
2900 W. Hunting Park Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19129
School Year 2008—2009

Dear Mr. White,

My name is Ian Spedding. I would like to express my appreciation for your help.
Without you I would not have been able to attend this wonderful school.

My experience at Mercy is very great. I am involved in soccer, basketball, and baseball.
I also attend a few C.S.C. projects. I am a culinary student, and I love to cook.

My future goals are to become a chef and own my own restaurant some day. 1 would like
to be very successful and make lots of money. I think that Mercy has provided me with
the skills to do that.

Once again, without you my life at Mercy would not have happened. 1love this school,
and you made it possible for me to be here. Iappreciate your help so much because this
school is the best and you helped me through it.

sl Sy

Ian Spedding



Mercy Vocational High School
2900 W. Hunting Park Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19129 °
School Year 2008—2009

Dear Mr. White,

My name is Maria Santiago. I am a seventeen-year-old junior attending Mercy
Vocational High School. I come from a family that wants to better ourselves in any way
that we can. I am thankful for the money you have given me to attend this school. It has
really helped me in many ways.

My coming to Mercy helped me be more responsible in my life. The people in this
school really show you they care about you and your future goals. They motivate you to
do well and go after your goals. I really needed that, and I am thankful that T am getting
my motivation in this school.

My future goal is graduating from Mercy. I want to own my own hair salon because I
have taken cosmetology, and that is what I want to do. I will eventually move to New
York and open my shop there. I will help kids with their tuition money just as you are
doing for me.

Once again I am thankful for the assistance you provide me. Thanks to you, my dreams
have almost come true. Without you I would never have come to Mercy, and I would
have never done and worked my hardest as I am doing now. Thank you for everything.

Sincerely,

Maria Santiago



Mercy Vocational High School
2900 W. Hunting Park Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19129

School Year 2008—2009

Dear Mr, White,

My name is Sakira Sealy, and [ am a freshman at Mercy Vocational High School. Icome
from a blended family. There are seven of us. My mom just lost her weekend job, and
my dad doesn’t have a job. My mom is trying to keep my little sister and me in private
school and stay in college at the same time.

Being at Mercy changed my life completely, and I thank you for paying for my tuition,
Before I came to Mercy, I was just a simple public-school student getting straight C’s,
and I would be lucky if I got any B’s. Now I get straight B’s and a handful of A’s.
Mercy makes me feel part of a family especially while I was on the basketball team.
Also, Mercy has a lot of opportunities such as the shops. I plan on taking business or
carpentry. I honestly don’t know what my life would be like if I did not come to Mercy
and if you did not help my parents with the tuition.

From the bottom of my heart, I can honestly say thank you so much for being such a
generous benefactor to me.

Sincerely,

)

Sakira Sealy



MAGUIRE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

$1 MILLION CHALLENGE TO MERCY VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

As you know from my previous correspondence, Mercy Vocational High School has just been given an extraordinary gift!
The Maguire Educational Foundation has generously issued a 41 Million Challenge to MVHS. This grant will be used by
Mercy Vocational High School to increase their endowment to ensure the sustainability of the school, maintain their
aging facilities on campus, and continue to provide vocational education to largely disadvantaged students. James J.
and Frances M. Maguire, Founders and Directors of the Maguire Educational Foundation, will gift $1 million to Mercy
Vocational High School if we can raise an additional $1 million by Dec 31, 2009. All pledges must be fulfilled on or
before December 31, 2011,

While | am very pleased to share with you that since the initial announcement in November of the Maguire Educational
Foundation’s $1 Million Challenge grant we MVHS has raised almost $600,000 in cash and pledges they still have a way
to go!

| have been involved with MVHS for the past eight years, and cannot tell you what a difference it makes in the lives of its
400 students and the surrounding community of North Philadelphia. What makes this schoo! so different s that uniike
most other private schools, Mercy's students come from families who are among some of Philadelphia’s poorest:

v 60% of the school’s students come from families at or below the poverty level.
v 86% of Mercy’s students are defined by federal guidelines as being “at risk”.

Yet, once these young people arrive at Mercy Vocational, they thrive in an environment that not only teaches them
vocational skills, but also teaches them about responsibility, values, and respect for their fellow students. Their
attendance rate is over 97% — which is well beyond the attendance rate for students in ail other Philadelphia schools.
Upon graduation almost 100 % of these students either obtain employment or move cnto college or technical schools
while still continuing to work,

Why should you and | care about a small school in North Philadelphia? Because Mercy Vocational High School provides
families less fortunate than ours to receive an education that will enable them to be successful, contributing members of
society. And, because it makes good business sense. Their educational experience at Mercy Vocational High School
provides the Delaware Valley with savvy, responsible, and well-educated employees. We need these future office
workers, plumbers, electricians, technicians, cosmetologists, chefs, carpenters, and nursing assistants to work in this
region. Without them, we will not have trained conscientious and hard-working employees for our businesses.

| want to underscore that Mercy Vocational High School is not funded by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Itis an
independent school financed and operated by the Sisters of Mercy, and accepts students of all religious backgrounds.
By growing its endowment, Mercy Vocational High Schootl can be the leader of a North Philadelphia youth
empowerment zone that will be focused on education and employment,

We need key business leaders like you to help “spread the word” about Mercy Vocational High School. Without such
help form those of us more fortunate, these young people might never be successful- which ultimately impacts this
region’s economic development.
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