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Safety Stand Down - Steam Burns

How do you prevent steam burns?
While the steam system is an essential component of our operations, it also presents a potential for injury.  We must remain diligent when working with and around steam and hot condensate hoses.  Thermal burns from direct contact with steam or hot condensate are painful, require immediate medical treatment, and are slow to heal.  

What are some hazards to consider when preparing to use steam? 
 
Line of fire – Not just yourself, but others as well.  Industry has suffered injuries not only to individuals using steam hoses, but also when multiple employees were working on a job that required the use of a steam hose where insufficient communication resulted in accidental injury. 
 
Equipment failure – Always inspect steam hoses before use and get rid of steam hoses that are worn or at risk of being compromised.  When a steam hose is no longer in use, shut the supply, properly drain, and then store the hose. 

Remember -   An injury can occur in a matter of seconds – you can help prevent this from happening by staying focused on what you are doing and communicating with others in the area, especially others involved with the task at hand. 
  
We all share a goal of zero incidents and zero injuries, so please keep these tips in mind, especially when working on routine jobs.  Let’s continue to work safely!
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